[image: image1.emf]Lower Canada College

 Course Description


Course Name: E50 ENGLISH   630‑516




School Year: 2004‑05

 

Thematic Title:  Triumph of the Human Spirit  


Course Content:

Grade eleven English prepares students for the June provincial exam and post‑secondary English.  In particular, the course 

addresses the provincial requirements of literary response, pre‑writing, discussing, writing, peer‑editing, and revising for both the 

poetic (creative) and transactional (informative) modes of writing.

During the school year, two core novels are studied, along with two plays, a variety of short fiction, poetry, and essays. 

Students are also expected to read two selections from the complementary reading list.  The literary themes are dystopias, oppression, madness, and triumph of the human spirit.


Several different modes of writing are taught, including various forms of the essay, short fiction, literary analysis, the 

editorial, and the literary research paper (using one primary and two or more secondary sources;  incorporating secondary sources into a thesis devised by the student and based primarily on one core text).  College‑level vocabulary and editing techniques are stressed in preparation for the next level of education and the SATs.  In addition, rhetorical strategies will continue to be taught, primarily in preparation for possible writing of the AP English exam(s) in May.

For the Utopia Unit Project, students will pursue a topic of interest to them in relation to Utopian literature and media and produce a significant term project, e.g., a research paper, short film, Web-site, original short story, or multi-media presentation. 

Speeches and presentations, both formal and informal, give students the opportunity to express themselves in a variety of 

formats and on topics ranging from literary analysis to current events.

Seminar skills will also be addressed at this level.

Subject-Specific Skills Addressed:
· Demonstrates critical knowledge and understanding of literary motifs  and universal themes
· Refines and responds to different modes of writing as outlined by the MEQ

· Synthesizes and makes relationships amongst different forms of writing and ideas

· Communicates effectively in writing and speech

· Practices editing techniques 

· Reads literature at both the literal and metaphorical levels

· Is a discriminating reader

· Writes imaginatively and persuasively

· Further develops one’s personal writing style

· Polishes seminar skills (articulates a point cogently)

· Writes a literary research paper

· Understands, appreciates and is able to respond to a variety of literary forms such as Shakespeare, Canadian literature, short stories, anthologies, poems, plays, novels, etc.

· Communicates effectively for a variety of purposes and audiences

· Employs sophisticated vocabulary

· Uses rhetorical devices in a sophisticated manner 

Cognitive Skills Addressed:

Reading

· Ability to comprehend and extract a variety of relevant information from various sources for different purposes (primary and secondary sources)

· Can summarize, précis

· Can read orally to entertain, convey meaning, and stimulate discussion

· Can interpret symbols

· Demonstrates close reading of texts

· Ability to comprehend both literal and metaphorical meaning

· Ability to follow written instructions

· Ability to read critically as well as for enjoyment

.

Written Communication

· Ability to communicate both orally and in writing, using subject-appropriate style/syntax and specific vocabulary

· Develops supported thesis using primary, secondary sources

· Clearly articulates ideas in an organized structure for a variety of contexts and audiences

· Demonstrates an understanding of LCC Style Guide referencing system

· Can support an argument

· Employs the various modes of writing as outlined by the MEQ
Oral Communication
· Ability to participate in a discussion and clearly express ideas

· Can lead and direct seminar discussions

· Animates and contributes meaningfully to a discussion

· Ability to communicate orally for a variety of purposes, contexts and audiences (presentation, seminars, simulations, dramatic recitations, constructed arguments, speeches, etc.)

Listening

· Ability to comprehend and extract relevant information 

· Ability to expand and build upon the ideas of others

· Ability to listen and respond to a formal speaker

Critical Thinking

· Analyzes information for main ideas...

· Identifies and understand a problem...

· Can take class and textbook notes effectively

· Can research on Internet effectively and discriminatingly

· Interpretation

· Making connections

· Application

· Analysis

· Formulation of questions

· Classification

· Synthesis

· Cause-and-effect

· Differentiation

· Comparison

· Problem-solving

Research

· Ability to locate and use a variety of sources books, periodicals, papers, films, TV, online databases, CD, CD-ROMS, Internet, cultural institutions

· Ability to discriminate, validate, evaluate among sources

· Can synthesize different resources in order to formulate and support an argument or a point of view

· Can use resources to support independent studies

· Ability to prepare a bibliography as well as citations from primary and secondary sources as per LCC Style Guide

Technical

· Can word-process, has computer competency

· Can create a web page

· Can research on Internet

· Ability to use appropriate technology for a variety of purposes and contexts

Affective Skills Addressed:

Responsibility

· Accepts accountability for choices and actions

· Is punctual, completes homework, makes up missed work

· Balances academic and co-curricular

Respect

· Respects the community and environment

· Learns listening skills

· Learns how to conduct a discussion without dominating

· Learns how to carry on a dialogue without interrupting

· Learns to work in a group

· Respects members of LCC community

· Can separate the person from the argument during discussions

Cooperation

· Can work within a group to achieve a common goal

Materials:
One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest (Kesey) 

Brave New World (Huxley)

Hamlet (Shakespeare‑‑HBJ edition)

A Man For All Seasons (Bolt) (Moore and Patterson)
The Crucible (Miller) (Peters and Reid) 

Models for Writers (distributed in grade ten)

Poetry: An Introduction (DiYanni—distributed in grade nine)

Word Power (Kaplan—distributed in grade nine)

Points of View (short story anthology‑‑distributed in grade ten)

Write in Style (LCC Style Guide)

                 
To the Student:
Grade eleven English prepares potential graduates for the provincial examination in June and familiarizes them with the demands of 

post‑secondary English. The graduating student will have developed a personal writing style, along with a more discriminating taste inreading and oration, and will have mastered the basic communication skills of reading, writing, listening, and speaking. 

The above-average English student who intends to write the Advanced Placement examination(s) in grades eleven and/or twelve must consult with his/her English teacher and get approval from the English Department Head to follow the school’s proposed course of study. 

Evaluation:
Writing:  



40%

Reading:  



20‑25%

Listening & speaking:  


20‑25%

December exam (mock June exam):  
10‑20% (of December mark)

For the MEQ (Provincial) mark, roughly 50% of the mark comes from the year’s work and 50% from the 

Government‑set examination.
